
 
Orange County Grantmakers Statement on COVID-19/Coronavirus 

Orange County Grantmakers joins with our fellow philanthropy stakeholders in the development of a 

pooled fund to support the Orange County non-profit and service community during the coronavirus 

pandemic. Philanthropy is positioned to play a crucial role in responding to this public health challenge. 

Together, we have the ability to be nimble, addressing and responding to not only the immediate public 

health needs, but also the long-term secondary impacts felt by our community.  

Many organizations here in Orange County are making changes to their workplaces, restricting 

employee travel, and encouraging “social distancing.” While these policies are necessary to curb the 

spread of this virus, we recognize the long-term effects on our economy and local workforce. Travel 

bans impact workers at hotels and restaurants. Remote work affects those that provide ancillary 

services such as lunch restaurants, public transit workers and many others in the hospitality industry.  

We also recognize that the nonprofits in our county that serve our most vulnerable populations are 

greatly impacted by not only the immediate impacts of the coronavirus, but the long-term effects as 

well. Many of our most valuable nonprofits operate on a lean budget, with little to no reserves. They 

may rely on volunteer support to operate their services and a day or two without full staff or a full 

volunteer base can have devastating impacts on their organization and the individuals they serve. Events 

and key fundraising activities that many of these nonprofits rely on have been canceled, often without 

the ability to recoup lost expenses.  

Recognizing the immediate and long-term needs faced by our community, Orange County Grantmakers, 

the Orange County Community Foundation and Charitable Ventures of Orange County have created the 

“Orange County Community Resilience Fund” to rapidly deploy resources to community-based 

organizations impacted by the coronavirus outbreak. We encourage all who are able to contribute to 

this fund, maximizing our dollars and ensuring the collaborative and most impactful distribution of 

funds. The fund will be administered by Charitable Ventures, and all administration costs will be covered 

by St. Joseph Health Community Partnership Fund and Orange County Community Foundation.   

For more information on the funding focus of these emergency grants, visit 

https://charitableventuresoc.org/resiliencefund/. To learn more about the coordinated pooled fund, 

how to help and/or how to apply for support, please contact Taryn Palumbo, Executive Director of OC 

Grantmakers at Taryn.Palumbo@ocgrantmakers.org or email the Resilience Fund directly at 

resiliencefund@charitableventuresoc.org.  

Sincerely,  

 
Taryn Palumbo 
Executive Director  
Orange County Grantmakers 
 
 
 

Jason Lacsamana 
Advisory Board Chair  
Orange County Grantmakers  
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