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STATE OF OC PHILANTHROPY REPORT UNVEILED AT ORANGE COUNTY 
GRANTMAKERS "EQUITY IN ACTION" VIRTUAL SUMMIT  

 
Report Findings Indicate 246% Increase in Funds Granted to Orange County Nonprofits Since 2007,  

Growth in Strategic Collaboration and Further Advancement of Equity & Justice   
 
IRVINE, Calif. (October 22, 2020) – Orange County Grantmakers (OCG) – the county's premier community of funders and 
philanthropists guiding the discussion on issues important to nonprofits – has wrapped up four days of learning and 
discussion around equity, innovation, and resiliency at the OCG 2020 Virtual Summit for Nonprofit Leaders and announced 
findings from their assessment of the State of Orange County Philanthropy in 2020. The report, conducted in partnership 
with Charitable Ventures, sheds light on the transformation of the industry and priority issues facing OC leaders in today's 
nonprofit, philanthropic, and business communities – and also provides insight on how the county's philanthropic community 
has further advanced a continued focus on equity in the last decade.  
 
Thirteen years ago, a group of regional funders commissioned a UCLA study of the region's nonprofit and philanthropic 
sector. The results, which highlighted significant gaps and challenges, were the impetus for launching the OC Funders 
Roundtable to significantly increase philanthropy's impact in Orange County. Today, that organization has evolved to 
become Orange County Grantmakers (OCG), a regional grant-making association of more than 30 members. Based on 
survey and interview findings from grantmakers in the county, the updated report represents quantitative and qualitative 
studies of funders' voices from 2007 to date. Additional topics addressed included findings on investment priorities and 
target beneficiary groups; the benefit of partnerships and collaboration within and across counties and regions; and the 
possibility of continued advocacy for policy and systems change in the sector. 
 
Report Takeaways 
 

• Substantial Sector Growth: More than $174.3 million has been granted to OC nonprofits in the last year1 ('19-'20) 
for a 246% increase in funds since the 2007 assessment of $50.3 million. Additionally, 60% of funding stays within 
Orange County. 

• Greater Funder Collaboration and Interest in Coordination: From 2007 to the present, philanthropic 
organizations have become less siloed and engaged in more strategic conversations about impact, equity, systems 
change, policy, and advocacy. Conversations are happening at a furious rate and with extensive engagement. In 
fact, 86% of OC funders have policies that allow granting to a pooled fund for collaborative funding, and 79% would 
like to coordinate more closely if they could.  
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• Advancement of Equity: OC's philanthropic community has further advanced a continued focus on equity in the 
last decade – including greater diversity in many organizations’ board of directors – and the sector will continue to 
foster this forward momentum. 

• Top 5 Target Beneficiary Groups:  
o Low-income individuals – 92% 
o Ethnically diverse populations – 77% 
o Homeless individuals – 77% 
o Older adults and seniors – 69% 
o Teens and children – 65% 

• Strategic Priority Areas: 
o Housing – 23% 
o Education – 17% 
o Access to healthcare –13% 
o Jobs & Skills – 8% 
o Hunger – 8%  

• Collective Focus on Advocacy: Support for strategic priorities in the county is supported through programming 
and services (96%), through policy and system change (54%), and a combination of both (50%). Regional strategic 
policy and advocacy goals will be focused on racial equity, building the power of youth, and community-led 
organizations. Findings also showed that it is essential for Orange County grantmakers to continue a thoughtful 
cultivation of relationships with grant-making entities and collaboratives outside of the county. 

 
"OC Grantmakers is proud to share positive assessment results on the state of philanthropy in Orange County in the areas 
of sector growth, strategic collaboration and the crucial advancement of equity and justice," Taryn Palumbo, Executive 
Director of Orange County Grantmakers. "The conversations we are having today will foster engagement of organizations 
within Orange County and beyond – all with the intent of uniting leaders from the nonprofit, business, and philanthropic 
sectors around a vision of tomorrow that strengthens and advances our collective social impact." 
 
Those interested in reviewing report findings of the State of Orange County Philanthropy in 2020 can click here. To learn 
more about Orange County Grantmakers or the recent Virtual Summit for Nonprofit Leaders, visit www.ocgrantmakers.org.  
 
About Orange County Grantmakers 
Orange County Grantmakers is a community of philanthropists committed to improving outcomes for Orange County and 
beyond. Their mission is to advance social impact by supporting, strengthening and building adaptive leadership across the 
nonprofit and philanthropic community. To learn more about Orange County Grantmakers, visit www.ocgrantmakers.org, like 
them on Facebook or follow on Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn. 
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Notes: [1] This total is undoubtedly an under-reporting as not all corporate, private or family foundation giving is captured. This total includes 28 
foundations that responded to the survey and 11 that were included based on 990 research. 
 


